3 The article questioned the independence of the reports, and also queried whether Medibank Private should be involved in spending money on such research. This commentary is misleading and incorrect.
Medibank Private commissioned the research in order to understand better the economic benefits of the 30% rebate on the Australian health system, and to contribute to the public debate on issues concerning the rebate. The academic analysis that was conducted was objective and independent and the reports' findings underline the need to maintain our world-class mixed health care system. Medibank Private has also conducted market research with member focus groups to ascertain the direct value and impact of the 30% rebate and other initiatives for our members, and has published a brochure explaining how these initiatives benefit our members.
We will continue to invest in research into the health care system to improve public understanding of the economic dynamics of the sector. 
Prue Power
Executive Director Australian Healthcare Association
Retraction
Professor Harper has asked that we retract our offensive remarks and make a formal apology. We are happy to do this. We have no reason to believe that he acted in an unethical or otherwise undesirable manner, and apologise to the extent that our remarks might be construed in such a way.
Similarly, we retract any remarks that might imply an improper behaviour on the part of Medibank Private. Professor Harper and Medibank Private have good reason to object to the careless remarks in the article.
Don Hindle
Currently: Professor, University of Bosnia-Herzegovina, Sarajevo
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